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Various IB Texts 
Optional Texts:  These may be useful study tools.  Especially for those who might want to take the AP U.S. History exam. 
History of the Americas Course Companion, Yvonne Berliner et. al, Oxford University Press.

This study guide outlines most of, but not all, the IB curriculum.   

Fast Track to a 5:  Preparing for the AP United States History Examination, Mark Epstein.

This test preparation guide is designed to accompany our US history textbook.

United States History:  Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, John J. Newman.
This emphasizes the conceptual aspects of history and is quite popular with US students.

Don’t Know Much About History, Kenneth Davis.


Readable and straight forward overview of U.S. history.

A People’s History of the United States, Howard Zinn.


Provides an alternative point of view; useful for historiography.


Course of Study

We have a couple of challenging years ahead of us.  You are the third Eagle Rock High School class of Juniors who will be participating in the very interesting, exciting and challenging International Baccalaureate Diploma Program.  This course is called The History of the Americas and it is a two-year course. We are here to understand, compare and contrast the development of the Americas from the movements for independence through the present and to understand the historical causes and circumstances of regional differences and similarities.  The United States has dominated the region like no other Latin American state or Canada.  Therefore, its considerable impact and development into a world power and the social, political and economic changes experienced will be carefully analyzed.  Content of the course is based on curriculum established by International Baccalaureate and the College Board/Advanced Placement program.  It incorporates the State of California and LAUSD Schools content and performance standards for 11th grade history. 

Units of Study

1. Independence Movements

2. Nation-building and challenges

3. United States Civil War

4. The development of modern nations: 1865-1929

5. Emergence of the Americas in global affairs: 1880-1929

6. The Mexican Revolution: 1910-1940

7. The Great Depression and the Americas: 1929-1939

8. The Second World War and the Americas: 1933-1945

9. Political developments in the Americas after WW2: 1945-1979

10. The Cold War and the Americas: 1945-1981

11. Civil rights and social movements in the Americas

12. Into the 21st century – from the 1980s to 2000

Grading and Class Expectations

Grade Policy: Every assignment/activity is worth points.  The length and difficulty of the assignment determine the point value assigned. Letter grades will be assigned according to the following grade scale. To receive an “A” in this class, the student must take the AP exam in May. The highest grade you can earn without taking the exam is a “B.” Students are expected to participate in all class discussions and activities and to come to class prepared to do so each day.  I use a weighted scale of grading.  Homework, classwork, projects and participation make up 50% of your grade.  Quizzes, tests and the final exam make up the other 50%.  In other words, it is imperative that you do your daily work, and your assessments will be the proof of your learning.

Grade Scale

100-90% = A

89-80% = B

79-70% = C

69-60% = D

59-0% = Fail

Classroom Assignments 

1. Textbooks: Your student will be assigned a textbook for this class. This text should be kept covered at all times with a book cover of some type. Students are required to bring the text to class everyday.
2. Homework: Homework will be assigned out of the textbook each week.  Homework typically consists of reading the text and taking notes/outlining the charter.  
3. Maps: Geography is an integral part of history; an understanding of where events took place and where things are is essential to do well in this course.  Accordingly, students will receive frequent map based assignments.
4. Tests: Chapter tests are typically given every couple of weeks. Chapter tests usually consist of 20-50 multiple-choice questions.
5. 4Notes: Students are required to take and keep notes in this class.  These notes are to consist of an outline of the information covered in the text as well as notes over the topics covered in class. The notes from each chapter are due in class on the day of the chapter test. 
6. Essays: Written communication is an essential part of the work of historians.  For this reason, students will be assigned frequent essay assignments during this course. Every 1-2 weeks students can expect an essay assignment. All of the essays assigned will conform to one of the three essay types found on the IB External assessment. These three essay types are Document Based Questions, Change-Over-Time Questions, and Comparison Questions.
7. Projects:  During the course of the school year, students will be asked to complete both independent and group projects.  Projects may consist of individual or group presentations, short written reports, or even posters.  Instructions for each project will be provided and discussed in class.   
Policies and Procedures.

ATTENDANCE: Poor attendance interferes with student learning. Therefore, it is imperative that students attend class every day. If they are absent, they’ll need to give me a PRC (permit to re-enter class) as soon as they walk into the classroom. If the student does not have a PRC, they will not be allowed to stay in class, Leaving the classroom to retrieve a PRC will result in an unexcused tardy. Students, remember that it is your responsibility to have your PRC.  For every three unexcused tardies, students will receive a “U” on their progress report that will NOT be removed all semester.  A student is considered tardy if he/she is not in his/her seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings.  If a student is participating in sports and an assignment or test is due on a particular day, they are required to give me that assignment on the day due before their game/meet.  They must also take the test PRIOR to the other students.  If a student is absent due to an illness, they must find out what they missed and turn it in with their PRC on the day they return to class. 

MISSED WORK POLICY: Students will be allowed to make up any missed assignments that were due on the day(s) that the student was absent. However, a student has 1 day (the day you return from an absence) to request missed work from the teacher. If the student doesn't request the missing work within the allotted time frame (1 day), his/her grade will become O for the missed work. It is the student's responsibility to find out what he/she has missed. The students will be given a reasonable amount of time by the teacher to make up the missed work. If a student is truant, he/she will not be allowed to make up any work. 

LATE WORK POLICY: An assignment is considered late when a student submits his/her work after the teacher has collected the work. Late work will not be accepted.  If you need to be absent when an assignment is due, please make arrangements with a sibling or friend to deliver your work to the teacher. If there is a serious emergency or medical crisis, please contact the teacher as soon as possible so that special arrangements can be made. There will be no penalties for these special circumstances. 

ELECTRONICS POLICY: No electronic devices are allowed at any time.  If I see one, it will be confiscated until the end of the day.  If this happens three times, you will receive a “U” on your report card.
MATERIALS POLICY: Students must bring their materials every day.  Once again, they will receive a “U” on their report card for every third time that they don’t have their materials.

FOOD AND DRINK POLICY: No food or drinks are allowed at any time.  A bottle of water is the only thing allowed.  Three offenses will result in a “U” on the report card.  The selling of food is strictly forbidden and is against school rules.  If a student is selling food he/she will be reported to the administration.
If at any time you require my assistance, I can be reached via the internet at the following address:  bmcguir@erhs.la

Ethical Practice:  MHS and the IB Program expect students to behave and learn in an ethical way.  This means that students will exercise academic honesty in all aspects of their work.  They will acknowledge the work of others, including material taken from other sources.  They will not claim as their own the work of others.  They will not give their work to others to pass off as their own.  They will observe the integrity of the classroom, especially during exams. Any kind of cheating, including plagiarism and collusion, will have severe consequences. 

The IB and AP History Exam

It is expected that all students enrolled in the two year IB History program will take the IB Higher Level exam at the end of grade 12.  Many universities, including the UC, CSU and California community college systems, accept passing IB exam scores for credit and/or advanced placement.  Colleges know that IB students are better prepared for college, and are more successful in college.  Colleges recognize this in making their admissions and financial aid decisions.  

The AP U.S. History exam is optional; those who wish an additional challenge are encouraged to take this test at the end of the junior year.  As the IB and AP curricula diverge at certain points, preparing for the AP exam will require additional outside of class efforts.  The test covers a substantial amount of content; your success will be based on the quality and quantity of these efforts.  Similar to the IB exam, universities will give students college credit based on achieving certain scores on the exam.  IB/AP test scores will not adversely affect a student's chances for university admission.

Two Year Course Content:

I) Core:  Prescribed Subject 1: The Move to Global War 
· Aims of the participants and peacemakers: Wilson and the 14 Points

· Terms of the Paris Peace Treaties 1919-20: Versailles, St. Germain, Trianon, Neuilly, Sevres/Lausanne 1923

· The geopolitical and economic impact of the treaties on Europe; the establishment of the mandate system

· Enforcement of the provisions of the treaties: U.S. isolationism-the retreat from the Anglo-American Guarantee; disarmament-Washington, London, Geneva conferences

· The League of Nations: effects of the absence of major powers; the principle of collective security and early attempts at peacekeeping (1920-1925)

· The Ruhr Crisis (1923); Locarno and the Locarno Spring (1925)

· Depression and threats to international peace and collective security: Manchuria (1931-3) and Abyssinia (1935-6)

Paper 1, 60 minutes, 25 point rubric, 20% of your IB HOA score.
	Question
	Assessment Objective

	The first question will test the understanding of a source.
	1. Knowledge and understanding

· Understand historical sources

	The second question will test analysis of sources through comparing and contrasting two sources.
	2.  Application and interpretation

· Compare and contrast historical sources as evidence

	The third question will ask students to discuss two sources in relation to their origin, purpose, value and limitations.
	3.  Synthesis and evaluation

· Evaluate historical sources as evidence

	The fourth question will test evaluation of sources and contextual knowledge.
	1.  Knowledge and understanding

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical context

3.  Synthesis and evaluation

· Evaluate and synthesize evidence from both historical sources and background knowledge 


II) Route 20th Century World History topics (#3 and #5 detailed below)
Topic 10: Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states

· Conditions that create authoritarian and single-party states

· Emergence of leaders: aims and ideology

· Totalitarianism: the aim and the extent to which it was achieved

· Methods

· Forms and structure of government and administration

· Political, economic, religious and social policies

· Status of women, treatment of minority and religious groups

· Role of education, the arts, propaganda and the media

· Nature, extent and treatment of opposition

Topic 12: The Cold War

· Origins and ideological differences of rivals

· From wartime allies to post-war enemies

· Mutual fear and suspicion

· The superpowers and their spheres of influence

· Alliances and diplomacy

· Global spread of the Cold War

· Policies of containment, brinkmanship, peaceful coexistence and détente

· The arms race

· The social, cultural and economic impact

· Breakup of the Soviet Union and its satellites

3) HL Option: Aspects of the Americas
Topic 6: Independence movements

· Independence movements in the Americas: political, economic, social, intellectual and religious causes; the role of foreign intervention; conflicts and issues leading to war
· Political and intellectual contributions of leaders to the process of independence: Washington, Bolivar (suitable choices could be O’Higgins, Adams, San Martin, Jefferson)

· United States Declaration of Independence; processes leading to the declaration; influence of ideas; nature of the declaration; military campaigns and their impact on the outcome (suitable examples could be Saratoga and Yorktown)

· Independence movements in Latin America: characteristics of the independence processes, reasons for the similarities and/or differences in two countries in the region; military campaigns and their impact on the outcome (suitable examples could be Chacabuco, Maipu, Ayacucho, Boyaca and Carabobo)

· United States’ position towards Latin American independence; events and reasons for the emergence of the Monroe Doctrine

· Impact of independence on the economies and societies of the Americas: economic and social issues; new perspectives on economic development; impact on different social groups: Native Americans, African Americans and Creoles

Topic 11: The Mexican Revolution 1910-40

· Causes of the Mexican Revolution: social, economic and political; the role of the Porfiriato regime

· The revolution and its leaders (1910-17): ideologies, aims and methods of Madero, Villa, Zapata and Carranza; achievements and failures; Constitution of 1917: nature and application

· Construction of the post-revolutionary state (1920-38): Obregon, Calles and the Maximato; challenges; assessment of their impact in the post-revolutionary state

· Lazaro Cardenas and the renewal of the revolution (1939-40): aims, methods and achievements

· The role of foreign powers (especially the United States) in the outbreak and development of the Mexican Revolution; motivations, methods of intervention and contributions

Topic 16: The Cold War and the Americas 1945-81

· Truman: containment and its implications for the Americas; the rise of McCarthyism and its effects on domestic and foreign policies of the United States; the Cold War and its impact on society and culture

· Korean War and the United States and the Americas: reasons for participation; military developments; diplomatic and political outcomes

· Eisenhower and Dulles: New Look and its application, characteristics and reasons for the policy; repercussions for the region

· United States involvement in Vietnam: the reasons for and nature of the involvement at different stages; domestic effects and the end of the war

· United States’ foreign policies from Kennedy to Carter: the characteristics of and reasons for policies; implications for the region: Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress; Nixon’s covert operations and Chile; Carter’s quest for human rights and the Panama Canal Treaty

· Cold War in either Canada or one Latin American country; reasons for foreign and domestic policies and their implementation.
Parts of this syllabus have been borrowed, adapted or modified from IBO.org, Ms. Battenfeld of Montgomery High School in Santa Rosa, California and Mr. Herrick Smith of Allen D. Nease High School in St. Augustine, Florida.  
